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SO M E 


| Acco Y 7 


HE principal intention of the ſubſeribers to 
T theſe plates has been already anſwered; as the 
drawings from which they are taken have ſerved to 
amuſe the laſt days of a declining artiſt, and to divert 
his attention from his ſufferings. If they bear marks 
of his decline, they have at leaſt the merit of being 
faithful ; and engravings from them may continue the 


B remembrance 
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remembrance of the legendary ſtories here deſcribed, 
ſomewhat longer than the windows of the church of 
H. Neoz, which ſeem in a very periſhing condition. 


IT is difficult to conjecture whence the ſtrange opi- 
nion ſhould have ariſen given in the Magna Britannia(i), 
in Szevens's ſupplement to Dugdale (2), and in the De- 
ſcription of England (3) that the © windows of this 
“church have many Jeuiſb traditions painted in them, 
taken (as is ſuppoſed) from the Jews who anciently 
traded hither for tin; the explication of which 
_ © traditionary ſtories is exactly preſerved in a Corniſh 
„book, now in the public library at Oxford.”—lIt will 
preſently be ſeen, that none of theſe windows have 
any other relation to the Jews, than as they contain 
a portion of the ſcripture hiſtory of the old teſta- 
ment; and that they require no other explication than 


(1) Vol. 1, p. 315. 
(2) Vol. 1, p. 217. Stevens quotes Camden as his * but nothing of the 


kind is to be found in Holland's ane e 
(3) Vol. 2. p. 134. Ws * 


the 
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the Latin inſcriptions, ſtill remaining under each com- 


partment (4). 


We cannot wonder that no traces of the monaſtery 
founded here by S. Neot ſhould now remain, when we 
conſider that it was ſtripped of its poſſeſſions, ſoon after 
the conqueſt, by Robert earl of Mortaigne (5). Nor do its 
endowments appear ever to have been of great value, 
as Camden, and thoſe who copy after him, have aſſerted. 


The entry in Domeſday concerning it is as follows: 


| (4) Antiquarian errors are fortunately of little importance to the public. Were it 
otherwiſe, very many might be pointed out, which, having crept into the writings 
of our early antiquaries, have been copied and retailed by numberleſs compilers and 
pretended touriſts of later date. It were well if the like had not ſometimes happened 
in matters of real conſequence; and if the preſent age would conſider thoſe who 
gave ſo much light to the world, at the revival of letters, after many dark ages, 
rather as having opened the road to truth tor their poſterity, than as having brought 
them to the end of their journey, and put them in the full and eaſy poſſeſſion of it's 
object. 


(5) The earl of Mortaigne ſeems to have taken great liberties with the church 
lands in Cornwall. Leland informs us that he ſeiſed likewiſe on all the lands belong- 
ing to the monaſtery of S. Petroc in Bodmyn ; the reſtitution of which Agar, a 
nobleman, and Gulzelmus Guarveſtius, biſhop of Exeter, afterwards procured, and 
placed in the monaſtery canons of St. Auſtin. 


„ The 
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&« The clerks of St. Neot hold Neoteſtov. They held it in 
&«& the time of the confeſſor. It conſiſts of 2 hides of 
„land; [each hide of 96 acres, according to Ger- 
vaſe of Tilbury] for which they never paid taxes. 
| „In it are 4 bordarii: probably, tenants, who held 
« under the condition of ſupplying the table of the 
lord with a certain rated proportion of proviſions. | 
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It is valued at 5 ſhillings.” 


% All this land, except one acre of land, which the 
* prieſts ſtill have, the earl has taken away from the 
| «& church(6). Odo holds under him. It is valued at five 
« ſhillings. Formerly it was valued at 20 ſhillings. 


* 


| 0 


The church now called S. Neoz's was anciently, 


according to Camden (who quotes Aſſer as his authority), 
called S. Guerrir's, or, the healing ſaint's: he adds, i 


{6) Clerici S. Neoti tenent Neoteſtov, & tencbant J. R. E. 1b: ſunt IT hide, quas nun- 
quam geldaverunt. Ibi ſunt IV bordarii. Valet V ſolid. 


Totam hanc terram prater unam acram terre quam prgſlyteri habent abſtulit comes 


ab æccleſid. Odo tenet de eo, & valet V fol. Prius valetat XX ſol. 1 
that 
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5 
that Alfred, offering up his prayers here, was recovered 


from a dangerous ſickneſs. Geras, in the ancient 
Cornu-Britiſh ſignified he/p or healing, and probably 
came from the ſame ſtock as the French grerir.—But 
this name, being Brizifh, muſt have been older than 
the ſuppoſed cure of Alfred. In this pariſh are four 


INAanOTSs ; 


1. The manor of Sr. Neoz, called in the domeſday 
book Neogſtov, now the property of Elias Lang, 
eſquire. 

2. The manor of S. Neor Barrett; called likewiſe 
Neorflov in domeſday, now in fir Fob Morſbead, 


baronet. 

3. The manor of Trevegoe;—Trevagau in domeſday ; 
alſo in fir John Mor/bead. 

4. The manor of Trenay, alias Fawton ,—in domeſday 


Fawinton : now in Grylls and Thomas, clerks, and 


Pomeroy and Rundle, gentlemen; who alſo have 
C the 
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the great tythes of S. Neoz's, and the patronage 
of the vicarage appendant to them. 


Tnz greater number of the tenements of another 
manor called Carburrow are in this pariſh : but the 
manor takes its name from an eſtate in the adjoining 
pariſh of Warleggon. This manor is the property of 
George Hunt, eſquire : it is called in domeſday Caer a 
name which, with the more modern addition of Burrow, 
would lead an active antiquary to ſearch for the remains 


of a Britiſh city within its bounds (7). 


Bur our preſent concern is with the pariſh church 
only. It it a handſome ſtructure, conſiſting of a nave 


and two ſide-ailes, with a tower at the weſt end, in 


which are ſix bells. The nave is ſeparated from the 


ſouth aile by ſeven pointed arches; from the north 


(7) There are in Cornwall many curious circular earth-works, which appear to 
have had ſome ſort of connexion with each other, and have been very little attended 


to, . 
aile 
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aile by fix arches, correſponding with the ſix weſtern 
on the ſouth ſide, then by a ſurbaſed arch, ſomewhat 
lower and much narrower than the other fx : between 
this ſmaller arch, and the eaſt end, is ſolid wall; on the 
north ſide of which is a ſtone-caſket, of 18 inches by 
14, ſaid to contain the remains of the dwarfiſh ſaint 8). 
Over this is a wooden tablet, inſcribed with uncouth 


rhymes in honour of him both in Latin and Engliſh(g). 


(8) Perhaps as the tradition was that a/ his bones were not carried from hence 
into Huntingdonſhire, it might be pretended that ſuch as were left were depoſited in this 
ſmall cheſt. . 


fg) Hic (olim nott) jacuere relicta Neot: 
Nunc preter cineres, nil ſupereſſe vides : 


Tempus in hic faſſa carne coſump/it et ofſa ; 
Nomen perpetuum, ſancte Neote, tuum. 


Conſuming time Neotus fleſh, and bones, to duſt tranſlated. 

A ſacred tomb this duſt encloſed, which now 1s ruinated. 

Tho' fleſh, and bones, and duſt, and tomb, thro' tract of time be rotten, 

Yet Neot's fame remains with us, which nere ſhall be forgotten : 
Whoſe father was a Saxon king, St. Dunſtan was his teacher H 
In famous Oxford he was eke, the firſt profeſſed preacher, ( 


(a) For this Camden quotes the authority of the, old annals of the new abbey of Win- 
cheſter, ** In the year 806, and in the 2d year of Grinbald's coming into England, was 
«© the univerſity of Oxford begun. The firſt regents in the ſame, and readers in the divinity ſchool, 
avere St. Neath, an abbot, and a worthy teacher of divinity ; and S. Grimbald, a right 
& excellent profeſſor of the ſeveet written word of holy ſcripture.” 

Oxfordſh, Holland's Tranſl, p. 378. 


THe 
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Tur roof is of timber, ornamented with lozenges 
ſcalloped within ſide. In the lozenges are initial letters, 
knots, and other ornaments, In the weſtern lozenge of 


the nave 1s a date 1593. a 


Bur the church ſeems to be of greater antiquity than 


its preſent roof. In its ſtyle of building it reſembles 


1 the churches which we know to have been of the reign 


That there in ſchools, by quainteſt terms, the facred themes expouded, 
E | Which ſchools by his advice, the good king Alfred well had founded. 


ö | of 


| But in thoſe days the furious Danes the Saxons peace moleſted, 
| | And Neot forced was to leave that place ſo much infeſted 

With hoſtile ſpoils ; Then Ainſbury his place of refuge was, 

| Within the Shire of Huntington, where ſince it came to paſs, 

| That for his ſake, the place from him doth take its comon name, 

= | The vulgar call it now St. Need's, their market-town of fame: 

| There Alfric built a Monaſtry, to, Neot 'twas beheſted, 

| And Roſey, wiſe to the erle of Clare, with means the ſame inveſted, 

| For maintenance in after times: where long he did not ſtay, 

| But thence, enforced by furious Danes, he forward took his way 

To Guerriers-Stoke, for his repoſe, this place ſo called of yore, 

| But now beſt known by Neot's name, more famous than before: 
For why? a college here of clarks he had, whoſe fame encreaſed, 

| When as his corpſe were clad in clay, and he from hence diceaſed, 

© | Some ſay his bones were carried hence, St. Need's will have it ſo, 

| 8 Which claims the grace of Neot's tomb; but hereto we ſay no. 

| : Neotus floruit ane Dom. 896. 


py 
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of Henry VI.—and the windows are Lids: old as 


the church. The rude deſign and drawing of them 
would lead us to conjecture they were of much higher 
antiquity than thoſe of King's college in Cambridge, of 
Henry VIT's chapel, or of any of our cathedrals 
unleſs we ſhould ſuppoſe that there were inferior artiſts 
in the remoter provinces of England, who were employed 
in glaſs-painting. There ſeems to be ſcarce a pariſh- 
church in Cornwall (perhaps not in any other part of 
England), all whoſe windows were not originally painted. 
The high-fancied architects of our ancient churches 
probably never thought of erecting a place for religious 
worſhip without giving it the devotional glow of painted 
glaſs. Whether our anceſtors judged as well in painting 
the windows of their Halls with coats armorial may admit 
of a doubt. If we conſider them as entrances to their 
ſtately manſions, the richneſs of coloured windows has 
a good effect: but there is a gloom belonging to them, 
D which 
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8 R 
which ſeems not to ſuit well with apartments of con- 


vivial feſtivity. 


Taovcn it may be impoſſible to fix the exact date of 
St. Neot's windows, we may at leaſt conclude from the 
ſubjects of them that they are older than the reforma- 
tion; after which it is not likely that any ſtories would 
be admitted into churches but what were taken from 
ſcripture. Indeed I do not recolle& to have feen or 
read of any ſeries of popiſh legends recorded in any of 
our churches except this. Moſt of the painted windows 
we meet with contain ſcripture hiſtories ; ſeveral have 
detached figures of ſaints : ſome have roſe-work, and 
fancied ornaments : and at Fairford, on the upper tier 
of windows in the nave, are figures of the worthies 
who have defended the chriftian church on the S$0rh 
ſide, and of the perſecutors who have attempted to 
deftroy it, on the Nor2h (10). At S. Neor's only, as 
far as my obſervation has reached, do we. find a regular 


(10) Magn. Brit. Gloſterſh. : 
ſeries 
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ſeries of the acts of any ſaint, as we here do of &. Neoz 


and &. George. 


Tat windows of this church are ſeventeen in number. 
Two contain the old teftament hiſtory, from the crea- 
tion to the death of Noah, in different compartments, 
with an inſcription under each, explaining its ſubje&. 
Thirteen either have, or plainly have had, full length 
figures of ſaints. Two contain the acts of Sr. George 
and of S. Neozt. A part of the painted glaſs in the 
window of the ſouth aile, which is behind the pulpit, 
was ſome years ago taken out by the vicar for the 
time being, and plain glaſs put in its place. The 
painted glaſs was preſented by the pariſh to dr. Charles 
Lyttelton, then dean of Exeter, afterwards biſhop of 
Carliſle. 


Tas fix windows towards the eaſt and weſt, and 
| thoſe of the ſouth aile are handſome pointed arches, 
with 
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with tracery. Thoſe of the north aile conſiſt of four 
ſcalloped lights under a ſquare band. This variety was 
occaſioned by the ground on the north ſide of the 
church riſing ſo high as not to admit of windows of the 
ſame proportions with thoſe to the ſouth. One of the 
ſouth windows is called the Borlaſe window, and the 
word Burlas may yet be diſtinguiſhed at the bottom of 
of it. On the glaſs at the bottom of one of the windows 
of the north aile, thus much of an ancient inſcription 
remains legible : 

7 þ arab uxorum parochie — pic dei — faciebant— 


feneſtram — — — (1). 


Tak window here given is the loweſt but one in the 
north aile: under the ſeveral compartments of it are 
the inſcriptions that follow: 


(11) Orate pro animabus uxorum parochiæ qu] piſo amore] dei — factiebant [hanc' 


feneſtram : 
Pray for the ſouls of the wives of the pariſh who . gave this window. 


I. Hic 
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1. 2. ; J- 4- 
hic tradidit corona lic Hfectu eſt lic fſedens ——— | hic tres piſces in 
fra ſuo juniori ' monachus — — —— | fonte invenerat 
| cerva libera revelatione angelicd 
5. | 6. 7. 8. 
lic jubebat — hac barius portabat | ic barius mittebat 
piſct afferrt | New glaſs. duos piſces in diſco | los duos piſces uteru 
in fontem. 
9. * 10. 11. 12. 
— hic fures ——— RC TOME — 
New glaſs. — 66s —— — 
— ment — qu ito accepit. 


Tursg inſcriptions, and the paintings to which they 


refer, will be explained from the following abridgement 
of Capgrave's life of our ſaint (12); except that no 
mention is there made of his having reſigned the crown 


to a younger brother. 


(12) Capgravel Nova legenda Angliæ; fol. 239. Edit. Lond. 1516. Capgrave 
was a canon of St. Auguſtin, and a diſtinguiſhed writer, in the reign of Henry VI; 
to whom, and to Humphrey duke of Gloceſter, ſeveral of his works are addreſt. 
Perhaps the legendary ſtories related by him being ſo minutely copied in the window 
here engraved, will afford a preſumption that the painting was executed at the time 
when his lives of the Engliſh ſaints were in freſh repute. 
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« Turrs was” (ſays Capgrave) © a certain king of 
the Yet Angles, and of Kent, Edulphus (13) by 
name, more diſpoſed to acts of pious liberality than 
to worldly ambition. He was a zealous defender of 


the church againſt all its enemies, and gave largely of 


his ſubſtance both to it and to the poor. God had 


regard to theſe his good works, and bleſt him with a 
ſon named Neozus. This youth of royal birth re- 
ceived every advantage that could be derived from 
the beſt education, and gave early marks of his con- 
tempt for the vanities and cares of this world; 
chuſing rather to be a ſervant in the houſe of his 
god, than to indulge in the luxury and ſplendor of 
earthly palaces. He therefore became a monk in the 
houſe of Glaſtonbury, while Dunstan was abbot there. 


“ Here he was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for his pious exerciſes 


“and ſeverities, and for the miracles he performed in 


* caſting out devils and healing the ſick. Numbers re- 


(13) Ethelwolf. 
* ſorted 
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ſorted to him from all parts, both for the cure of 
bodily complaints, and for inſtruction in their ſpiritual 
concerns. He was endowed with every chriſtian 
virtue, eminent for his learning, eloquent of ſpeech, 
diſcreet and intelligent in giving counſel, and of 
countenance truly angelic; but in ſtature he was 
another Zaccheus ; inſomuch that he was obliged to 
be mounted on an iron ſtool, whenever he performed 
maſs (14). Being made facriſt of the church, a cer- 
tain great man knocking haſtily while he was locked 
alone in it, Neozus run to open the door to him, He 
found himſelf too ſhort to reach up to the lock of 
the door; when, lo! by divine energy the lock 


(14) The faint is not repreſented in theſe windows as lower of ſtature than any of 
the other figures: yet there is a tradition in the pariſh no leſs ridiculous than the ſtory 
here related by Capgrave. The inhabitants ſhow a ſtone, oppoſite to the ſouth porch, 
on which St. Neot is ſaid to have ſtood, whenever he was diſpoſed to go into the church 
to his devotions; and from thence to have thrown the key towards the church door, 
not being able from the ground to reach to the lock. The key of courſe found its way 
into the key-hole, and opened the door for him. The ſtone in queſtion was evidently 
the foundation of an ancient croſs, ſuch as in popiſh towns were always placed oppoſite 
to the ſouth-porch in every church yard, 


© moved 
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% moved downward from its place, and ſtopped oppoſite 


eto the girdle of the ſaint,” 


After ſome time, being wearied with the concourſe 
of people which reſorted to him at Glaſtonbury, he 
« was by divine impulſe directed to ſeek a retirement in 1 
the remote province of Cornwall. He therefore 
directed his ſteps weſtward, accompanied only by 
one adherent named Barius, whom he had made 

_ « acquainted with his deſign, and who remained faith- 
fully attached to him till the hour of his death. The 
“ ſame providence which had moved him to undertake 
this journey, continuing to be his guide, he arrived 
in fafety at the ſpot deſtined for his abode. The 
« hermitage in which he ſettled is about ten miles diſtant 
from the monaſtery of Sr. Perroc, in Cornwall (15); 
« and taking its name from this holy man is now called , 
(25) This is a miſtake. The meaning mult be that Veogſſowe is about ten miles 


diſtant from Petrogſtoue, or Padſtou; not from the monaſtery of St. Petroc, at 
Bodmin. 
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by the people of the country Neozffoke. It is a ſpot 
abounding in wood, well watered with various clear 
ſtreams, and not far diſtant from the ſea(16), Having 
ſpent ſeven years here in great ſanctity, he reſolved 
on taking a journey to Rome; where he was honour- 
ably received by Martin, at that time pope ; and after 


ſome ſpace paſt with him to their mutual edification, 


he returned home with the pope's bleſſing, and with 
permiſſion to build a monaſtery at this his place of 
retirement. Accordingly he erected here a ſuitable 
edifice, and filled it with monks; and was thought 
worthy of frequent conſolation from angelic. viſitors. 
Near the ſpot on which his monaſtery ſtood there 
was a ſpring of clear water, which in the drieſt ſeaſons 
never failed (17). In it this man of god perceived 


(16) About twelve miles. 
(17) This beautiful ſpring, with a rill iſſuing from it, that conſtantly ſupplies the 


neighbouring viliage with water, is yet to be ſeen at the foot of a ſteep wood. About 
thirty years ago, a very large and ſpreading oak, which grew almoſt horizontally from 
the bank above, and overſhadowed the well, was cut down by the tenant of the eſtate 
for repairs, 
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there were three fiſhes : but not preſuming to touch 
them till it ſhould be revealed to him for what purpoſe 
they were placed there, an angel appeared, to acquaint 
him, that every day, or as often as he ſhould find 
occaſion, he might take one, and one only, of thefe 
fiſhes for his uſe, leaving the other two untouched. 
This condition being obſerved, he was affured, that 
on his next return to the well he ſhould always find 
three fiſhes, as at the firſt. It happened ſoon after 
this, that our ſaint was afflicted with a grievous diſorder, 
and unable for ſome days to take any ſuftenance. 
Barius, his faithful and affectionate ſervant, being 
alarmed at his long abſtinence, went to the well, 
and caught ru fiſh, which he cooked in different 
ways, boiling one and broiling the other, and brought 
them to his maſter in a diſh. The good faint inſtantly 
took alarm, and enquired with much earneſtneſs from 
whence theſe two fiſh came. Barius, with honeſt 
ſimplicity, told him that he had taken them from 
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the well, and had dreſt them in different ways, hoping 
that if one did not ſuit his ſickly palate, the other 
might. Then faid the ſaint, 7Yby haſt thou done thus? 
— How, in oppoſition to an expreſs command, haſt thou 
preſumptuorfly ventured to take from the well more than 
one fiſþ at a time 9 He then commanded his trembling 
ſervant inſtantly to carry back the two fiſhes to the 
well; and throwing himſelf proſtrate upon the floor, 
he continued in prayer, till Barius returning ac- 
quainted him, that the two fiſhes, after having been 
dreſt, were now in the well, alive, and active, and 
diſporting in the water as uſual. NVeatus then com- 
miſſioned him to go again, and catch one fiſh only, 
and to dreſs that for his uſe : which his order being 


| complied with, no ſooner had he taſted of the fiſh 


than he was inſtantly reſtored to perfect health.“ 


«© AFTERWARDS it befell, that the oxen belonging to 


the monaſtery were ſtolen, and for want of them the 
&« ſervants 


N s Oo ME ACCOUNT OF 


ſervants of the holy monks could not plough their 
grounds. Then behold! many ſtags from the adjoining 
* woodlands, forgetting their ſavage nature, came and 
« offered their necks to the yoke; and continued obe- 
*« diently to perform all the labours neceſſary for the | 
„ ſupport of the monaſtery, until the robbers, who had 1 
carried off the oxen, hearing of this miracle, brought 
„ them back to Neozus, and, expreſſing their repent- 


& ance, framed their future lives by his counſel. It is 


“ faid, that, from that day to the preſent, theſe deer, 
„and all that are deſcended from them, are marked 


% with white, wherever they were touched by the yoke 


| or by the harneſs. But this,” ſays the grave hiſto- 
= - rian, as I will not venture poſitively to affirm, ſo 


“ neither will I preſume to deny it, or to doubt of the 


&« divine power to perform ſo great a miracle.“ 


It happened alſo, that this ſame ſervant of heaven, 


3 © ſtanding in the well in which he was daily wont to 


repeat 
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repeat the whole pſalter throughout, a hind, whom 
the dogs were purſuing, broke from the wood ad- 
joining, and running towards him, fell at his feet, 
„nor could it by any means be brought to riſe till he 
“had aſſured it of protection and ſecurity. The dogs 
<« preſently after advancing towards it in full cry were 
checked and reproved by Neozus, on which they im- 
<«« mediately turned tail, and fled haſtily away from their 
„ prey. The huntſman, beholding this wonder, fell 
<« proſtrate before the ſaint, and took upon him the 
«© habit of a monk in the priory of S. Petroc; in which 
“ priory his horn is ** as a memorial of this ad- 


venture.“ 


„ Durinc the reſidence of Neozus in this place, his 
brother Alfred, afterwards king of the Weſt Saxons, 
came to him to intreat his bleſſing and inſtruction. 
© Neotus readily conferred upon him both; and training 
$6 him in good learning, and forming his mind to pru- 


G „ dence 
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* dence and virtue, he corrected the evil diſpoſitions 
of his youth; and this he did with a degree of 
freedom and boldneſs, which by the nearneſs of his 
44 blood he was entitled to exerciſe. The ſame Alfred, 
* when he came afterwards to the throne, betrayed 
© ſome ſymptoms of a proud and tyrannical temper ; 
„for which he was ſharply reproved by our ſaint, who 
cc inſtructed him in the duties of a ſovereign, and fore- 
told his future humiliation and ſufferings, as alſo 
his glorious deliverance from them; adding withal, 
that he himſelf ſhould ſhortly go the way of alt fleſh. 
« He died accordingly ſoon after in the odour of 
« ſanctity at this his monaſtery of Guerrirſtole; and 
the earth that covered his grave, when mixed 
„with any liquid, was ſovereign in all diſorders both 
of men and cattle. The hiſtory of Alfred's trou- 
„ bles is well known. When his fortune was at its 
4 loweſt ebb, Neotus his brother appeared to him in 


& a viſion, comforting him with the promiſe that he 
| | % ſhould 
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cc 
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ſhould not only overcome his pagan foes, but ſhould 
likewiſe convert them and their leader to chriſtianity ; 
and that in the ſeventh week after Eaſter he would 
again appear to bim, and would in perſon lead him 
and his troops to victory. This his promiſe he faith- 
fully performed; and on the appointed day he was 
plainly feen by Alfred and all his army leading them 
againſt the Danes, whom they defeated, and who, 


with their king Guthrun,: were prevailed upon to 


embrace the chriſtian faith.“ 


«© Barius, after this, removed a part of Neozus's relics 
to Enolveſburi in the county of Huntingdon, Leuina, 
lady of Enolveſburi, fearing the incurſions of the 
barbarians, cauſed them again to be removed from 
thence to Croy/and, of the abbey at which place her 
brother Orletellus was ſuperior. It being doubted in 
after times whether any relics of this ſaint were really 
depoſited at Croyland, the abbot ordered wax- candles 
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to be lighted; and breaking open, with great reve- 
** rence the cheſt wherein it was reported they lay, 
there iſſued from it a moſt fragrant and delicious 
„ ſmell, and in it were found the crown of the ſkull, 
with the bones of the ſhoulder and breaſt, and of 
„the hips and ſhins; being all that Leuina had ſent 
e thither. Theſe bones Henry, then abbot, removed 
from the ſpot where they before were, and placed 


them under an altar erected in the church of Croy- 
& nd to the honour of S. Neoz.” 


Sucn is the account given by Capgrave of Neotus. 
If he had in truth any ſhare in forming the character of 
Alfred, or in inducing him to found or reſtore the 
univerſity of Oxford, he was deſerving of a better hiſto- 
rian than the monkiſh panegyriſts. Leland (18) adds 
credit to both theſe facts: many,” he fays © write 
c that he was nearly allied by blood to the great Alfred, 


(18) Script. Brit. de Neoto, c. 113. 


cc and 
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„and lived in cloſe intimacy with him, and was of 


c 


* 


great uſe and comfort to him during his depreſt 
ſtate in the iſle of Arbelingey: he is alſo believed to 
„have induced him to rebuild the Engliſh ſchool at 
% Rome, founded by King Ina, and augmented in its 
revenues by Offa; and from the ſame pious zeal for 
& learning and religion to have prevailed on him to 
„ found the new /cbo0ls at the ford of If. Mr. Hals, 
in the papers he has left, ſays, that Sz. Neor, younger 
„ ſon of Etbeluulſe, king of the Weſt Saxons, built 
and endowed Neotius college in Oxford, which was 
afterwards pulled down and new built by 7/71liam 
Long, alias de Yykebam, bilhop of HFincheſter, 
„ March 1379, and called by him New College,” 


* 


* 


* 


1 


In the church in Huntingdonſbire, dedicated to our 
faint, there is a chapel, called Je/us Chapel, which about 
forty years ago was laid open to the church. In it 
were the remains of a monument, ſuppoſed to have 

| H once 
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once contained ſuch bones of S. Neoz as were carried 

thither from his monaſtery in Cornwall. A regal crown 

carved in ſtone (denoting the royal birth of the perſon 

to whoſe memory the monument was erected) and un- 
derneath it the letters OBTHESOV, are till preſerved. 
The windows of SFT. Neoz's church, Huntingdonſbire, 

have formerly been painted with figures of faints : the 

drapery ſtill remains, and is well executed, but the 


heads are all taken away: whether deſtroyed by fanatic 
zeal, or pilfered by antiquarian curioſity, is unknown. 
In one window there 1s a crown in painted glaſs, and in 
another an archbiſhop's pall : the former had probably 


ſome reference to the patron-ſaint. 


Beſides theſe two churches we meet with one other 
dedicated to . Neot ;—that of Menbeniot in Cornwall. 
In the pariſh of Menbeniot are very large and romantic 


ſtone- quarries; and Menu, if I miſtake not, ſignified a 
a ſlate-ſtone in the Cornu-britiſh. 


> 


(+ E ngravings of the window containing the acts 
of St. George will ſhortly be delivered to the 


fubſcribers. 
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